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An Introduction to Qualitative Research is a wholly comprehensive guide for graduate and 

undergraduate students, as well as offering early career researchers an invaluable toolkit.  My first 

impression of Flick’s book was that it was quite weighty. However once I began to flick through 

the pages I understood why it was a dense read. Flick’s fifth edition is an improvement on the 

previous in that a number of new features have been added to provide the reader with greater 

clarity and improved access. At first glance the text appears quite opaque in nature but a great 

deal of effort has been taken to make this qualitative research guide user friendly. 

 

In this edition of his bestselling book, Flick introduces all the main theoretical approaches to 

qualitative research and provides unmatched coverage of the full range of methods now available 

to qualitative researchers. Organised around the process of doing qualitative research, the book 

guides you through ethics, research design, data collection, and data analysis. Furthermore, you 

will find: a new chapter outlining methodological approaches to qualitative research, an 

introductory summary at the beginning of each of the book’s seven sections which prepare the 

ground and define key terms; there are also many practical examples which show you how to 

carry out all aspects of a qualitative research project and exercises that give you the opportunity 
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to test your understanding of what you have read. A brand new companion website full of 

resources for lecturers and students accompanies the book, including: suggested answers to the 

exercises at the end of each chapter, full text journal articles, and links to additional resources, 

available online at: (http://uk.sagepub.com/flick5e). 

 

Flick’s book contains a number of special features which include: chapter objectives that offer 

the reader a clear overview of the content of each section, case studies throughout the text that 

examine methods and prominent researchers’ use of them, boxes within each section that 

contain a synopsis of the major issues which either summarise the central steps of a method or, 

alternatively, give practical advice. The final chapter of the book explores the ‘State of the Art 

and Future’ and conveys Flick’s attempt to take his reader on a logical, evolving journey that 

considers the popular landmarks of qualitative research. In addition, the author present an 

engaging section on ‘Using Narrative Data’ which provides an accessible and insightful discourse 

on this particular research tool irrespective of the stage of your learning journey or your research 

field. 

 

Whilst completing the research methodology aspect of an EdD assignment, I found the section 

entitled ‘Theory in Qualitative Research’ useful, clear and practical; the chapters contained within 

the section provided a cohesive and coherent overview of the main theories but also highlighted 

the rivalry of paradigms or triangulation of perspectives, as well as the common features of the 

different positions. At the end of each chapter is a ‘Further Reading’ section which suggests 

other like texts the reader may be interested in for the purpose of bolstering their knowledge on 

a given aspect of qualitative research – this recommended reading is useful, especially for the 

novice researcher or for the lecturer seeking to provide wider reading for their students. 
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Flick’s final chapter acknowledges how qualitative research has evolved into its contemporary 

state by including ethnomethodology as a theoretical programme and includes a short discussion 

of hermeneutics and narrative based biographical research.  

 

I am glad I have discovered this most comprehensive guide to qualitative research. I have already 

recommended it to my colleagues and I consider it to be a bookshelf staple of any student or 

lecturer involved, or vaguely interested in, qualitative research. I think readers will be hard 

pressed to find another text that ticks all the boxes like Flick’s book does. 
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