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This latest revised and amended edition of Grbich’s work on qualitative research methodologies 

is a valuable and timely addition to the wealth of existing literature about research 

methodologies. This new edition includes analysis and examples of application of more current 

qualitative methodologies which meet the needs of 21st century researchers, thus ensuring that 

the book appeals to all who are interested in qualitative research.  

 

As a leading author and educator on qualitative research methodologies, and with a background 

as Professor in Medicine, to her present position as Emeritus Professor in the Faculty of Health 

Sciences, Grbich’s latest edition aims to support students involved in research within the science 

and/or social science field from Master’s to Doctoral level. Although aimed for students, I 

believe her work is equally valuable to any educator involved in teaching qualitative research 

methodologies. Written in the form of a guide, the book is divided into six parts taking the 

reader systematically through the qualitative research process, from understanding the premise of 

qualitative research that help us to explore particular types of phenomena or processes, to 

selecting and planning the use of research methodologies, and on to data analysis and 

management, interpretation and presentation.   
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Each part begins with an overview of the topic followed by detailed and relevant information 

about each sub-topic. Thus, the introductory section asks the qualitative researcher questions 

about her/his own research topic, followed by a brief overview of research paradigms which 

then leads to a discussion of the methodologies that the researcher can choose to plan based on 

the position the researcher takes. This section concludes with an exercise the reader can attempt 

in order to clarify his/her own understanding which is linked to a discussion of potential answers 

Grbich has outlined through the publisher’s website. This excellent use of links to powerpoints 

and questions for further clarification of a complex area puts the reader firmly in control, 

enabling her/him to use the book as the guidebook it is intended to be. However, once the 

reader ‘dips into’ a section, they will find another direction that is equally interesting and thus 

discover that the book is extremely addictive.  

 

To ensure the book’s appeal for a wider audience (across disciplines and at all levels of research 

experience, from novice to proficient), Grbich’s use of questions as sub-headings enables the 

reader to imagine a conversation taking place between Grbich and her students; as if Grbich is 

pre-empting the questions the reader may have. The questions and sub-headings are clearly 

explained, with illustrations and examples to clarify what is a complex area of qualitative 

research. The examples Grbich includes to illustrate her explanations are from either a science or 

social science background. This is extremely illuminating for all students involved in qualitative 

research as the questions and cases cited can bring an understanding that may not be clear when 

reading within your own area of research. As an example, research questions around parenting 

are interspersed with examples of questions about relationships in a hospital. Using a wider lens 

clearly indicates the breadth of choice in methodologies available for the qualitative researcher 

and highlights the depth of findings in qualitative research.  
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Grbich generously concludes each section with a reading list not just of the references she cites, 

but also for further reading of specific areas she clarifies. I found this extremely useful as the 

sources are specifically around the chapter/area rather than being included at the end of the 

book. As the book is an introduction to the complex area of qualitative research, including the 

references at the end of each chapter clearly signposts the reader to more detailed sources for 

further reading. 

 

Part 3 of the book makes up the additional material to the first edition. In this part, Grbich 

outlines what she refers to as ‘Newer qualitative approaches’ which includes  ‘poetic inquiry’ and 

‘ethnodrama and performative art’ among others. Learning about these newer approaches was 

both fascinating and challenging, and it is testament to Grbich’s skills and talent as an author that 

I am left thinking I have some grasp of the newer methodologies to want to read further.  

Part 4 delves into analysis of documentation, including conversation analysis. The former is 

illustrated through examples of how a researcher can physically position texts to deconstruct 

meanings, and demonstrating how a nursery rhyme can have layered meanings depending on the 

approach taken.  

 

Parts 5 and 6 focus on data analysis with part 5 outlining coding and computer programs 

available that can support the researcher with the coding. Examples of coding include research 

inquiries within the medical field, as well as coding documentation about identity. Grbich 

concludes by highlighting the importance of interpreting data and returning to the theoretical or 

conceptual position the researcher began with, thus coming full circle. This is followed by a wide 

range of creative examples of how a researcher can display the data collected. This again leaves 

the reader enthused about the options available. 
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To conclude, this is an excellent book for both new and experienced qualitative research 

students. The language is accessible and appropriate; Grbich is speaking with me, the research 

student and thus the issues and questions raised are ones that I as a student have when reading 

the book. Qualitative research is shown to be creative and its findings deep and rich. A must-

read! 

 

 

 


